230                   BERNARD SHAW

force, the elan vital of Bergson) and then work
with all one's might for the social bettering of
men and women.

There is a touch of this same mystic poetry in
the language of Marchbanks in " Candida," and
his final rejection of the Morell manage because
he sees that his destiny demands something bet-
ter and beyond, he having

" The desire of the moth for the star.

Of the night for the morrow,
The devotion to something afar
From the sphere of our sorrow."

That is what Shaw, like the true idealist he is
in this recurrent mood, must be after; the dream
that is behind the reality, and always more de-
sirable. This is the secret of Marchbanks that
has so puzzled the critics, as was noted in the
analysis of " Candida.55 An American went
direct to the author himself in search of an ex-
planation of a rather enigmatical passage; which
had already been whimsically replied to by Mr.
Shaw, as one can see by consulting Dr. Hender-
son's biography. But this time, instead of hid-al is to see in Mmself a reflection of
